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and conclusive. Dr. Hopkins is contented with strong arguments, and 
he confines himself almost exclusively to such grounds of proof as 
occupy the same place in moral reasoning which demonstration holds 
in pure mathematics. He shows why Christianity must be true, and is 
at no pains to show in addition why it may be true. Yet more, he 
does not slight or undervalue any one branch of the evidences in his 
preference for another. Justly regarding the internal evidences of our 
religion as best adapted to the wants of our age and to the current 
forms of scepticism, he nevertheless attaches due and full weight to the 
mass of testimony and of exterior circumstantial and historical evi- 
dence which places the Christian Scriptures, as to their genuineness 
and authenticity, on absolutely impregnable ground. The work, too, is 
admirable on the score of its catholicity. It is our common Christian- 
ity and its records, and not his own view of its dogmas, that the author 
defends. The work is also worthy of high commendation for its style, 
— for the vigor and massiveness of its diction, for its profound solem- 
nity, its fervor at once calm and intense, — for the glow, without the 
ostentation, of deep feeling and cherished personal experience that 
vitalizes every portion of the volume. It is no small praise, that, in a 
form imperfectly adapted to the purpose of class-instruction, by the side 
of other able treatises designed for that use, and with no effort to ex- 
tend its circulation, this book has held its place in our colleges for 
nearly twenty years. In its present form, it cannot fail to find a larger 
reception, and it can hardly be superseded until some new phasis of 
unbelief shall demand an altered mode of treatment. 



17. — The History of Girolamo Savonarola, and of his Times- By 
Pasquale Villari, Professor of History in the University of Pisa. 
Translated from the Italian by Leonard Horner, F. R. S., with 
the Co-operation of the Author. London : Longman, Green, Long- 
man, Roberts, and Green. 1863. 2 vols. Small 8vo. pp. xl. 
and 359, 401. 

The life of Savonarola has been often written, not only in Italian, 
but also in German, French, and English ; yet it seemed, and not with- 
out reason, to the author of these volumes, that there was still need of a 
thorough, accurate, and impartial memoir of him. Accordingly, after a 
careful study of all that had been published by previous biographers, as 
well as of all the original sources of information now accessible, he gave 
to the world a few years ago the fruits of his labors and researches in 
the work now brought to the notice of English readers by Mr. Leonard 
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Horner. This gentleman was already known as the brother and biog- 
rapher of one whose early death can never be too much deplored by all 
who are concerned in the progress of civil liberty abroad, — the late 
Francis Horner. To the discharge of his new task the translator has 
brought a strong interest in the life and character of Savonarola, and a 
considerable acquaintance with both ; but he shows far less command 
of the resources of his own language than we had hoped to find. In 
reading his translation, we are never misled into the belief that we are 
reading a work in the original text. How far the blemishes by which 
the style is disfigured are to be ascribed to the " revision " of Professor 
Villari, it is impossible to determine ; for Mr. Horner tells us in his 
Preface that all of the proof-sheets were sent to the author for the pur- 
pose of receiving his final corrections. It is certainly not easy to see 
how any one who is familiar with the English language could fall into 
some of the mistakes in Mr. Horner's version. We ought, however, to 
add, that there is no reason to doubt the accuracy of the translation ; 
and in spite of its inelegances of style, Mr. Horner has rendered a use- 
ful service by thus introducing Professor Villari's work to the notice of 
those who are not acquainted with it in the original. 

Professor Villari's memoir is minute, thorough, and exhaustive. As 
we have already remarked, he has neglected no source of information 
which is now accessible ; and he has discovered some interesting docu- 
ments which had escaped the notice of his numerous predecessors. No 
one, indeed, could have brought to the execution of this task a more 
ample acquaintance with the details of the life of Savonarola, and with 
the general history of the age in which he was so conspicuous an actor. 
Added to this, the author has a strong and well-founded admiration for 
his hero, and has studied Savonarola's voluminous writings with a sin- 
cere desire to do justice to their merits, and to exhibit with fidelity the 
exact opinions of the reformer on all the topics discussed by him. Great, 
however, as was the influence, and praiseworthy as were the actions 
and discourses, of which we have so full an account in this memoir, few 
persons, we think, can read Villari's pages without feeling that he has 
somewhat exaggerated their real importance and worth, and that the 
value of the book is greatly diminished by the partisan spirit in which 
it is written. It is, moreover, much too diffuse for any but an Italian 
public ; and as the reader turns over page after page of dry and unin- 
teresting details as to the petty conflicts of the Italian states, he can 
scarcely avoid a regret that the translator did not considerably abridge 
the original narrative and discussions. Even if the book had been cut 
down one half, it might have contained all that most readers would wish 
to know. 



